
 

How to Open a Coinbase Prime Investment Account  
For Your Solo 401k 

 
 

 
Use this guide to assist in filling out an application with Coinbase Prime to 
open a Crypto exchange account within your Solo 401k.  
 
Navigate your browser to https://prime.coinbase.com/. Click on ‘Create an institutional 
account’.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Legal Entity Name is the name of your Solo 401k trust as 
listed in Adoption Agreement, on Page 4, Section 18c, 
“The trust shall be known as”.  
 
Country of Incorporation is the United States.  
 
State of Incorporation is generally the state you live in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://prime.coinbase.com/


 

 
 
The Place of Business Operations is the United States. 
 
Place of Business State is generally the state you live in. 
 
Type of Business can be listed as ‘Other’, since  
‘Investing’ isn’t available. 
 
Global Number of Employees is 1-10 as you and  
Possibly your spouse are the only participants in the plan. 
 
Company Website can be left blank. 
 
Business Description is a simple description that this is a 
retirement trust account, investing in different retirement 
assets.  
 

 
 
 
It’s generally recommended that you select 
Coinbase Pro (Exchange) for the type of product 
you’ll be using.  
 
Select how much you expect to be trading in the 
following drop down box.  
 
Under How do you plan on using our products? 
Write a short explanation of how you’ll be 
purchasing crypto with your qualified retirement 
plan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Enter in your personal information here. Name, email, 
phone number, and your job title for your primary job.  
 
Scroll down and click ‘Submit’. You should receive a 
confirmation message:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You should receive an email from Coinbase within a few business days, giving you a link to 
onboarding registration: 

 



 

 
 
Click on ‘Register’ within the email to complete a full 4 page application. On this first page: 
 

 
 
Legal Entity Name is the name of your Solo 401k trust.  
 
Place of Business Operations is asking about where your primary address is.  

 
 
Date of Incorporation is generally the date you opened your Solo 401k and signed your plan 
signature pages.  
 
Country of Incorporation is the US. 
 
State of Incorporation is generally the state you live in. 
 
Legal Entity Type is Trust.  



 

 
Industry and Business Type doesn’t really apply to this type of account. However, these 
questions are required so select the options you feel describe your type of investing best.  
 

 
 
You can leave Website blank. 
 
Next, type a simple description of what type of activity you use the Trust for. Generally an 
explanation that this is an investing account for your Solo 401k plan is sufficient.  
 
For Fund assets under management you can select how much you have in the Solo 401k that 
you’re investing with. Then click Save & Continue. 
 

 
On Page 2, select that you want a “Trading-Pro” account. You do not want a Custody account. 
 
It’s generally okay to select ‘Proprietary trading/investing’ for the purpose of the account.  
 
For Source of Funds, it’s generally okay to select ‘Business Revenue/Profits’ as that is where 
all of your rollovers/contributions to the plan come from.  
 



 

 
 
You’ll want the US entity of Coinbase Inc for the entity you’re signing up through.  
 
Enter how much you think you’ll be trading per month.  
 
Enter your preferred email address to use for login at Coinbase. Then, click on Save & 
Continue. 
 
 
 
For page 3 of the application, you’ll be entering information and documentation for the trust 
itself.  

 



 

Click on ‘Upload Files’ to upload your NAB Trust Agreement. We also recommend that you 
upload your NAB Adoption Agreement here as well, as the Adoption Agreement is what lists 
your trust’s specific information.  
 
For Tax ID Number, enter the Tax ID Number we obtained for your Solo 401k trust, as listed on 
page 4 of the Adoption Agreement on Section 18b, after “Trust ID Number”.  
 
For W-9 Form, download a copy of a blank W-9 through the link on the application page. 
Complete it according to the instructions here, and then upload it by clicking on ‘Upload Files’.  
 

 
 
Most clients are able to answer ‘No’ to these two questions. Then click on ‘Save & Continue’.  
 
On Page 4, you’ll answer questions about the trustees of the trust. Generally the only trustees in 
your plan are you, and possibly your spouse. Trustees are listed on Page 4 of your Adoption 
Agreement, Section 18a.  
 

 
 
Click on ‘+ Add Additional’ for as many trustees you have in your plan (a maximum of two), 
and enter the name, date of birth, and residential country for each trustee.  
 

https://support.nabers.com/en/articles/2426932-how-to-fill-out-a-w-9-for-your-solo-401k-trust


 

 
 
Enter your Name and date of birth, select ‘Yes’ that you certify all of your information is true 
and correct, then click ‘Submit’.  
 
 
You’ll receive a message thanking you for 
your submission.  
 
 
Then, you’ll be automatically logged into your Coinbase account where you should see your 
application has been submitted.  
 

 
 
 
 
You may receive an email from Coinbase requesting a copy of Articles of Incorporation. 
Remember, your Solo 401k is a private retirement plan, and is not registered on the state level. 
This is not a public or state registered trust. Explaining this, along with ensuring Coinbase has 
your Adoption Agreement, Trust Agreement, and EIN letter, is generally sufficient for them to 
approve your account.  
 
 



 

 
 
Once your documents have all been approved, Coinbase will send you some contracts to sign 
via Docusign: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Once signed, Coinbase can officially open your account so that you can start buying Crypto with 
your Solo 401k! 
 
Remember to link your Solo 401k bank account to your new Solo 401k Coinbase account. 
Never mix personal funds with your retirement funds or accounts, on any level.  
 
You can reach us at 877-765-6401 or support@solo401k.com with any questions! 

mailto:support@solo401k.com

